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THE  PROBLEM:  Recent  surveys 
show  that  85  percent  of  all  Americans 
believe  that  drunk  driving  is  a  major  prob¬ 
lem.  Yet,  social  acceptance  of  drinking 
has  hindered  efforts  to  reduce  the  human 
and  monetary  costs  of  drunk  driving. 

Traffic  crashes  are  the  largest  single  cause 
of  violent  death  in  the  U.S.,  and  alcohol  is 
a  factor  in  about  half  of  those  deaths. 
Every  27  minutes,  an  American  dies  in  an 
alcohol-related  crash.  Accident  statistics 
also  indicate  that  60  percent  of  the  fatal 
crashes  involving  adolescents  are  alcohol 
related. 

Illinois  is  no  different.  Nearly  800  people 
die  each  year  in  alcohol-related  crashes. 
Thousands  more  are  injured,  some  per¬ 
manently.  Drivers  under  the  age  of  21  rep¬ 
resent  10  percent  of  all  licensed  drivers 
but  are  involved  in  20  percent  of  all 
alcohol-related  fatal  crashes. 

Due  to  the  social  acceptance  of  drinking 
alcoholic  beverages,  courts  have  been  his¬ 
torically  lenient  in  the  treatment  of  drunk 
drivers.  Recently,  there  is  some  evidence 
the  courts  have  begun  to  better  reflect  the 
new  public  attitude  towards  the  drinking 
driver.  This  change,  to  date,  has  been  too 
slow  and  not  enough.  This  is  why  Project 
SCAN  exists. 


THE  PROJECT:  Project  SCAN 

(Statewide  Court  Assessment  Network)  is 
a  program  that  monitors  the  disposition  of 
driving  under  the  influence  (DUI)  cases  in 
Illinois  courts.  Conducted  by  the  Illinois 
Traffic  Safety  Leaders  ( ITS L)  and  modeled 
after  other  court-watching  programs. 


Project  SCAN  collects  and  analyzes  DUI 
case  disposition  data  to  determine  the 
strengths  and  weaknesses  in  the  DUI  pro¬ 
cess.  Based  on  data  collected,  recommen¬ 
dations  for  changes  will  be  made  to  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Administrative  Office  of  the  Illinois  Courts 
and  other  organizations  involved  in  the 
DUI  arrest,  prosecution  and  adjudication 
process  on  a  timely  basis. 

Project  SCAN  promotes  the  use  of  a 
unified  court  monitoring  program  while 
ensuring  that  data  is  collected  in  a  uni¬ 
form,  comparable  manner.  Assignment 
coordinators  will  prevent  the  court  from 
being  overrun  with  monitors. 


Developed  for  use  by  individuals,  Project 
SCAN  provides  a  comprehensive  package 
of  field-tested  procedure  guides,  training 


materials  and  forms.  ITSL  will  cooperate 
with  other  community  groups  in  organiz¬ 
ing  the  program,  training,  and  tabulating 
results. 


DUI  PENALTIES: 

CRIMINAL:  In  Illinois,  a  person  is 
considered  to  be  under  the  influence  of 
alcohol  and  other  drugs  (DUI)  when  the 
alcohol  concentration  is  .10  percent  or 
more  based  on  the  ratio  of  alcohol  to 
blood. 

Persons  convicted  of  DUI  face: 

•  Loss  of  driver's  license  for  at  least  one 
year. 

•  Possible  imprisonment  up  to  one  year. 

•  Maximum  fine  of  $1 ,000. 

•  In  addition,  there  is  a  mandatory 
minimum  48  hours  in  jail  or  10  days 
community  service  work  for  a  second 
or  subsequent  offense  within  five 
years. 

CIVIL:  The  Statutory  Summary  Sus¬ 
pension  replaces  the  implied  consent  law, 
which  provided  penalties  for  refusing 
chemical  testing  following  arrest. 

First  Offender: 

•  A  refusal  to  submit  to  chemical  testing 
will  result  in  a  six-month  suspension 
of  driving  privileges. 

•  Submitting  to  chemical  testing  with 
results  in  excess  of  the  legal  limit  will 
result  in  a  three-month  suspension. 
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Second  Offender  Within  Five  Years: 

•  Twelve-month  suspension  of  driving 
privileges. 

These  suspensions  automatically  become 
effective  45  days  following  notice  being 
given  by  the  arresting  officer.  However, 
the  driver  may  request  a  hearing  to  review 
specific  issues  related  to  the  arrest 
process. 

The  first  offender  may  request  a  court- 
issued  Judicial  Driving  Permit  to  allow 
driving  privileges  for  employment  or  medi¬ 
cal  care  only  when  a  hardship  exists.  This 
permit  cannot  be  effective  until  the  31st 
day  of  the  suspension. 


THE  LEADERS:  ITSL,  begun  in 

1965,  is  a  non-partisan,  volunteer  organ¬ 
ization  that  encourages  state  and  local 
community  involvement  in  highway  safety 
issues. 

Previous  programs  include: 

•  Supporting  a  21  year  old  drinking 
age. 

•  Promoting  railroad  grade  crossing 
safety. 

•  Encouraging  bicycle  safety. 

•  Urging  the  use  of  safety  belts  and 
seats. 

•  Publicizing  the  costs  of  drinking  and 
driving. 
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HOW  TO  JOIN:  Contact  ITSL, 

your  local  citizens  action  group  or  other 
community  organizations.  They  will  know 
if  a  program  exists  in  your  area.  If  no  pro¬ 
gram  is  available,  ITSL  will  help  you  start 
one. 


Project  SCAN 
P.O.  Box  6401 
Springfield,  IL  62790 


If  you  need  more  information  about  the 
DUI  laws  and  statutory  summary  suspen¬ 
sion,  contact  ITSL  or  the  Office  of  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  the  brochure  "DUI:  An 
Arrest  Will  Cost  You  Your  Driver's  License.” 
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